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                                       for plant science activities
of the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), is a primary function of the Plant Materials
(PM) Program. The Manhattan Plant Materials Center
(PMC) is one of a national network of plant centers
dedicated to providing vegetative solutions to
conservation problems. The Center serves a diverse
region of the heartland including Kansas, Nebraska,
northern Oklahoma, and eastern Colorado.
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The mission of the Plant Materials Program is to

develop and transfer effective state-of-the-art plant
science technology to meet customer and resource
needs. The primary products produced by the Pro-
gram include the production of improved varieties of
plants for commerical use and the development of
plant science technology for incorporation into the
Field Office Technical Guide.  Plant and technology
development objectives of the Manhattan PMC
include:
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“This cool season grass evaluation has been a cooperative effort between cooperator Darrel Schemm, the Wallace
County Conservation District, Kansas State University Research and Extension, and the Manhattan Plant
Materials Center,” according to Ted Houser, NRCS District Conservationist in Sharon Springs.  “As a result, we
have had many more cooperators interested in looking at ways to improve their current grazing and having
operations through the use of better adapted and more productive forage species.”

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
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� Water Quality Improvement
� Erosion Control
� Range and Pasture Improvement
� Native American Outreach
� Plant Variety Selection and Production

The mission of the Plant Materials Program is
seeking vegetative solutions to conservation
problems.
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Bioengineering techniques and plant materials
evaluated for effectiveness in shoreline stabilization
(six months after installation).

Shoreline erosion at Cheney Reservoir (before
bioengineering installation).
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Selections of plants with superior traits for use in
wetlands, riparian areas, and for streambank/
shoreline stabilization will be made from this
buttonbush nursery.

Switchgrass varieties evaluated for potential
biofuels.
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Common reed, as the key vegetative component
within a rock plant filter wasterwater treatment
system.
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Common reed, once established, spreads quickly by
rhizomes to begin to stabilize the site.

Common reed plantings evaluated for
establishment, persistence, and effectiveness in
stabilizing drainages on highly erosive sites. �
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Different Siberian elm accessions are being
evaluated for use in shelterbelt and windbreak
conservation practices in semiarid regions of the
service area.

Mead’s milkweed, a federally-listed threatened
plant species, is being studied to determine
propogation requirements for reintroduction onto
native prairies.
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Nursery established of propagated redosier dogwood.

Redosier dogwood propagation at the PMC for Native
American cultural purposes.
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Foundation class seed harvested at PMC for eventual
use by commercial growers.
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